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MR. RADENBERG: Today is October 23, 2001. 
I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire Department, City of 
New York. The time is now 0603 hours. I am 
conducting an interview with -- 
LIEUTENANT ALBUERME: Lieutenant Albuerme, 
Shield 108. 

MR. RADENBERG: Of EMS Battalion No. 8. 

This interview is being conducted at EMS 
Battalion 8 regarding the events of September 11, 
2001. 

LIEUTENANT ALBUERME: On September 11, 2001, 
I was assigned to an M.O.S. daughter who was sick at 
the school. Responded there. Before we responded 
there, I heard the call come down that an explosion 
occurred at the World Trade Center. Then I called my 
CO, and I advised him of such so he can respond. 

At the completion of my assignment, I called 
citywide through my cell phone, advised the citywide 
tour commander that I was going to respond to the World 
Trade Center. 

I responded into the World Trade Center 
southbound on 7th Avenue into West Broadway, which at 
West Broadway and Murray Street, I stopped to assist a 


unit that had eleven patients from -- that were injured 
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due to the incident. 

At the completion of that, I then went down 
to Barclay street, which I made a right to West Street, 
which I made a right, which I also encountered a couple 
of units, a few units that were sitting right there on 
West Street and Murray. 

I asked one of the medics to have all the 
vehicles turn around facing northbound and to collect a 
key and make that as a staging area. 

At that time, one of the trade buildings 
collapsed, and I turned right -- turned left on Murray 
Street, using the District 37 building as my cover, 
which at that time I was screaming out to everybody to 
come my way to use the building as a cover, and then 
after that I assisted (inaudible) for the people to be 
evacuated, and then I don't know how I got to Chambers 
Street, but I went down on Chambers Street, and we just 
started setting up triage area at the Manhattan 
Community College, so in case we had to take any of the 
personnel, and after that I encountered a couple of EMS 
personnel that had their cell phone on them, which I 
used their cell phone number as a communication device 
in case -- so that way we can talk to each other, since 


all the radio communication at that time was down. 
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On my way to where the EMS command center 
was, I went over there and I tried to speak to an EMS 
chief that I have started communication, I had two 
different staging areas set up for ambulance to respond 
in case we need them. 

At that time, I was told to go and see the 
captain. The captain then told me to go see the 
chief. The chief told me to go back to the captain, 
who told me I will be in charge of transport right at 
the Chambers command center. 

After that, it just stayed there until 2:30 
in the morning, return to the station, and I went 
home. 

Q. The first unit that you met up with on Murray 
and West Broadway, do you remember what unit it was, 
EMS unit or a volley? 

A. They were a vollie unit. 

Q. A vollie unit? 

A. Okay, they were a vollie unit, and then I had 
a 911 unit. I think it was ten charlie from -- sorry, 
from Lenox Hill, and I think one unit from St. 
Vincent's. 

Q. And on West and Barclay, the units that were 


there? 
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A. All EMS units. 
Q. All EMS units? 
A. Right. 


Q. Do you remember which units they were offhand 


A. No idea. 

Q. Recognize any of the personnel? 

A. I didn't recognize no other personnel. That 
is why I asked who was the senior man, and I had to put 
a senior man in charge of that staging area. 

What I did ask was turn around and face north 
so in case they have to transport, they had a clear 
avenue to transport, and as they were turning the 
vehicle around, that's when the tower building came 
down. I don't know which building came down, but I 
know one of the buildings came down. 

Q. When you were on Murray Street itself, by the 
D.C. 37 building, any other EMS personnel with you? 

A. No, I was by myself. 

Q. You were by yourself? They all went north on 
the Westside Highway? 

A. They all went north on the Westside Highway. 

Q. With the collapse? 


A. Right, with the collapse. 
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Q. Do you know that chief and the captain? 

A. There were a whole bunch of chiefs there. 

The captain I just don't remember his name, but there 
were a whole bunch of EMS chiefs there. 

Q. And they were up on Chambers? 

A. Chambers, there is -- yeah, they established 
command. 

Q. Anything else you'd like to add? 

A. Basically no. I think that we should start 
doing more drilling on an incident like this, as far as 
I think that we haven't done in many years because 
they're too comfortable. It's not only keeping in 
practice to have a lot of (inaudible) to make sure that 
everything is done correctly. 

You have proper training, like the army had 
the war games and things like that. We have this 
command, this system. We should have that more often, 
you know, and in a city anything could happen. 

MR. RADENBERG: Okay. The time is now 0609 


hours, and the interview is concluded. 


